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In the official citation explaining the decision to award the 1997 Nobel Prize for Literature to Dario

Fo, the Swedish Royal Academy stated that he had emulated the jesters of the Middle Ages in

scourging authority and upholding the dignity of the downtrodden. It went on to add that with a blend

of laughter and gravity, he opens our eyes to abuses and injustices in society: Fo is an extremely

serious satirist. Since the award of the Nobel prize, Dario Fo has never stopped writing, performing

and painting. He was deeply affected by the death of his wife Franca Rame and has dedicated

works to her. This book traces the biography of Dario Fo and Franca Rame from the award of the

Nobel prize to the first months of 2015. Joseph Farrell is Professor Emeritus in Italian of the

University of Strathclyde and was recently Visiting Professor in the universities of Warsaw,

Melbourne and Venice. He is author of a monograph on Leonardo Sciascia, a biography of Dario Fo

and Franca Rame, published in Italian by Ledizioni, a book on Sicily and book-length interviews with

Franca Rame and Dacia Maraini (Della Porta editori). He co-edited a History of Italian Theatre, and

edited volumes on Carlo Goldoni, Dario Fo, Primo Levi, Carlo Levi, Ugo Betti and on the mafia. He

is British translator of Fo, and has translated novels by Sciascia, Vincenzo Consolo, Daniele Del

Giudice and Valerio Varesi as well as plays by Fo, Baricco, De Filippo and Goldoni.
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